
Nancy: My name is Nancy McIntosh. I'm the great-great granddaughter of John 
McIntosh who discovered the McIntosh apple. On Sunday afternoons, I used to earn a 
nickel or a dime taking people who stopped along the road on our front lawn on tours. 
I'd show them the monument. What I didn't tell them, of course, is that my pet goat was 
buried near that monument. We decided when she died, she deserved a place of 
honour and so we buried her near that monument. I'm not supposed to tell anybody 
that. 

Marion: Crisp, juicy, sweet yet tart, the McIntosh is Canada's most famous and beloved 
apple. Yet in the fruit's birthplace of Dundela, Ontario, it is sadly neglected and the more 
you look, the more the mystery deepens. I'm Marion Kane, Food Sleuth® and welcome 
to "Sittin' in the Kitchen®". 

trees is overgrown and tumble-down. Two small plaques mark the location of the 
original tree but there's nothing else for tourists to see and no pies for sale. It feels like a 
missed opportunity. This should be a place to celebrate this important, hugely popular 
apple. I travelled to Dundela, a small village about an hour's drive south of Ottawa, to 
learn the history of the McIntosh apple. By the time I left, I had a new mission: To bring 
apple tourism to this depressed farming area.  I spoke with three people: Brian 
Henderson, lead horticulturalist at nearby Upper Canada Village; Paul Beckstead, 
whose orchard houses the original tree's closest living descendant, and Nancy 
McIntosh, great-great granddaughter of John McIntosh. Brian, could you introduce 
yourself? 

Brian: I’m Brian Henderson. I'm the lead horticulturalist at Upper Canada Village. 

Marion: I'm here because I hear you know about a certain apple. 

Brian: McIntosh apple, it's quite a historical apple. John McIntosh discovered it growing 
in the woods. It was a wild plant, a chance seedling, amongst other wild apples that 
were growing in the woods at the time around 1800 and there it stood for 100-some-
odd-years. From that, his son Allan McIntosh did a lot of grafting and propagating. Then 
it became very, very popular. 

Marion: Now we get to the contemporary story. It's a dramatic one, of the death of the 
original McIntosh apple tree. I believe it was the last first-generation apple tree - is that 
correct? 

Brian: Yes, it died in 2011. It was first-generation, directly from the original tree. I heard 
about it in 2010. It was, I'd say, about half alive. 

Marion: Was it a big tree? 

Brian: It was a very small tree. Very, very small, not much left to it. The branches were 
withered, dried up. The wood was withered; the grafting wood was poorest of quality. 
Instead of enough grafting wood for 200 root stock, I did enough for 12. 

Marion: So the drama is unfolding. You've got 12 grafts from the first-generation 
McIntosh apple tree. What happened next? 

The farmhouse where John McIntosh discovered and cultivated the very first McIntosh 

Introduction: 

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text

Nathaniel
Typewritten Text



Brian: Of the 12 grafts, only three of them took. The following spring, two of them were 
transplanted into the Upper Canada Village and one of them was given back to Smyth's 
Orchard so they'd have a second-generation McIntosh back at their orchard. 

Marion: The Smyth's Orchard is in Dundela. They've had a long association with the 
McIntosh tree and the McIntosh family. 

Brian: That's right. 

Paul: I'm Paul Beckstead, Smyth's Apple Orchard. 

Marion: How long have you been in the apple business? 

Paul: About 45 years. 

Marion: Wow. What proportion of the apple trees are McIntosh? 

Paul: On the farm here, I'm going to say 90%. 

Marion: I know the story about the sad death of the original first-generation McIntosh 
apple tree that died on the land that John McIntosh's house is on. But you have the one 
surviving tree from that original tree. 

Paul: Yes, the tree is over here. We'll walk over. 

Marion: Ohh! Here it is. Okay, can you describe it? 

Paul: It's about seven and a half feet right now, big green leaves and lots of growth on it 
this year. It's healthy. 

Marion: I was at the McIntosh house. Are people living in it? 

Paul: Yes, there is. There's a gentleman and his wife in there. They don't want anybody 
on the property. It's sad that it's gone that way. 

Marion: Thank you very much Paul. I'm very happy to see this tree. It's a beautiful 
survivor. 

Paul: Yes, it's going to be all right. I can't see anything happening to it but you never 
know with nature and everything. It's nice and healthy now. 

Nancy: My name is Nancy McIntosh and I'm the great-great granddaughter of John 
McIntosh who discovered the McIntosh apple. I grew up on the original farm in Dundela. 

Marion: Were there a lot of apples in your life when you were growing up? 

Nancy: Apples everywhere (laughs). All kinds and shapes and sizes. 

Marion: I was at the original John McIntosh house and the family home where you grew 
up; it's in very poor condition. What happened? 

Nancy: My mother sold the farm when my father passed away. She sold it to someone 
she thought was going to actually go ahead and farm. There were some orchards left at 
that time. But that didn't work out and it just kept being sold to people. I belong to a 
group that tried to get people organized and raise some funds to buy it a few years ago. 



We did do some stuff and we got another plaque installed but there just isn't any interest 
in the community. They've even taken down the signs in South Dundas that declared 
the area "The Home of the McIntosh Apple" and put some new modernistic signs. I don't 
know what they're supposed to represent. Apparently, they fit in better with the 
ambiance and the tourist interest in Eastern Ontario, I guess. 

Marion: There seems an appalling negligence of this historic story and the site where it 
began, this village of Dundela. If it was in America, there would be a huge tourist 
attraction. 

Nancy: Yes, and I feel guilty because I probably should buy the place and fix it up but 
I'm not financially capable of doing something like that. I have a large collection of 
memorabilia which I keep private. I share it with you and anybody who wants to see it 
for an interview. 

Marion: Could you show me something that you think is really important to you? 

Nancy: This box, when I was younger, I didn't even know it existed. Apparently, it's 
Allan McIntosh's box that he kept his grafting stuff in. It's actually Allan we need to thank 
for all of this because John just found the tree, and they transplanted it but Allan learned 
how to graft, which means he could take buds from the original McIntosh tree and 
transplant them onto other seedlings and get true McIntosh offspring, which you can't do 
by seeds. All the apple trees and fruit trees are grafted, in the whole entire world, unless 
they're growing wild. So, this box is a wooden box. It's quite a size. Inside, there's 
actually old, almost fossilized, pieces of grafting wax, and there are some buds that 
have been left in there. They're very dried up because they're probably 100 years old. 
I'm going to examine you on the way out that you haven't taken any. 

Marion: (laughs). Are you going to frisk me? Thank you for saving these things. In my 
mission to celebrate the McIntosh apple. Those may come in handy. 

Nancy: Oh, yes, I have a number of things like this. I have clippings and newspaper 
articles and stuff like that. When the farm was sold, my mother saved as much stuff as 
she could. Although I'm sure, as I said, I didn't know about this box. I don't know where 
it was kept all the time I was young. I never saw it, growing up, ever. Where it was 
secreted away and, whether she knew about it, I don’t know. But I'm trying to keep it 
safe. 

Marion: Did you know that the house in Dundela was sold a couple of years ago? 

Nancy: I don't know the last time it was sold. I try not to go there. It's too sad. I don't 
even know if anyone's living in it. I try to stay away. 

Marion: Has anyone in the museum business or tourism business ever approached you 
and make it a historic tourist site? 

Nancy: No. When the farm was sold originally in 1974, Heritage Canada was offered 
the site. My mother offered to sell it to them and they passed on it. 

Marion: This is a big story for Canada. 



Nancy: I know, but, as I said, I've just resigned myself that things will just go as they go, 
I guess. The apple will always be there and the monuments, hopefully. 

Marion: I think you and I could be a force. There are other people involved in this story 
that feel strongly. What is your dearest hope? 

Nancy: My dearest hope would be that somebody would buy the farm and restore the 
house. It was a beautiful house with all hardwood floors. Just that that piece of property 
would be maintained. 

Marion: I see a wrong needing to be righted with the McIntosh apple. We need to 
celebrate this apple. It's a beautiful apple. 

Nancy: A McIntosh apple picked off the tree in late September is the end-all and be-all. 
That's the best. 

Marion: That was my conversation with Brian Henderson, Paul Beckstead and Nancy 
McIntosh. If you'd like to join my campaign to celebrate the McIntosh apple, e-mail me 
at marion at marionkane.com, or get in touch via Twitter @mkanefeudsleuth. I'm Marion 
Kane, Food Sleuth. You can find more stories like this one at marionkane.com and on 
iTunes. Thank you for listening. 
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